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This study explores the history of crime and policing in Bauchi Province, Northern Nigeria, from 1902 to 1960. It examines the development, nature, and pattern of crime, as well as the transformation of the criminal justice system, especially police and policing approaches under colonial rule. This study situates crime and policing within the expansive context of colonialism, revealing how the establishment of foreign rule and structures reshaped the existing socio-economic and political landscapes in a culturally diverse society like Bauchi Province. The study utilises a qualitative methodology, drawing on archival sources and oral interviews, as well as the Functionalist and Critical (Cultural Hegemony) Theories to evaluate and reconstruct crime and policing in the province. Using a thematic approach, this study is divided into seven chapters, beginning with an exploration of the background of the study, followed by an analysis of the introduction of colonial rule and its impact on Indigenous justice systems. It traces the formation, reorganisation, and strengthening of police forces, including the Northern Province Police Force and the Dogarai and Yandoka systems under Native Administration. This study further examines the evolution of crime, connecting its types and trends to the socio-economic changes of the colonial era. Furthermore, it assesses policing strategies in both the emirate and independent areas of Bauchi Province, highlighting proactive and reactive approaches, the enforcement of forced labour, and challenges such as police misconduct, inadequate funding, and structural deficiencies. By exploring the relationship between colonial administration, criminal behaviour, and policing strategies, this study provides a thorough insight into the dynamics of foreign rule and social order in colonial Bauchi Province.

